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NEGLECTFUL LOVE

I am from “I love you,”

“I hate you,”

“I miss you,”

But also from “forget you”

I am from missed friends

I am from Justice Renee

I am from DaJuan “Fatso”

I am from lates, and greats

I am from a 16 year old mother,

A careless father,

A forgetting grandma,

I am from neglectful love...

Poem submission for our Evening with Child Advocates event. 
See page 11 for more details.
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Mission

Child Advocates engages community volunteers and staff members to 
protect children who are victims of child abuse. We are their voices in court, 
ensuring all children thrive in a safe and secure home.

Vision

Child Advocates strives to ensure that the children we represent and advocate 
for: (i) receive a safe, permanent home as soon as possible; and (ii) thrive in 
home, school, and life.  
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The Child Advocates Board of Directors 

started out 2017 asking ourselves 

several important questions. 
How can we have a greater impact on the children we serve? Are we prepared to handle the 
continued increase in the number of children needing our help? How is the opioid crisis in our 
community affecting the children we serve?

Over the last three years the number of children we served doubled. Many factors in our 
community have driven this significant increase including a substantial rise in substance abuse 
and addiction, unforeseen growth in domestic violence, and political changes. 

We have no doubt Child Advocates is making an impact in our community, but with these 
changes the board realized we need more help from the community. In the next year, you will 
see a continued intentional focus on recruiting and training more volunteers. The board has 
also committed to strengthening our fundraising program in an effort to reach more individuals 
who, like us, care deeply about children. We have a special story to share, and we intend to 
make sure our community has the opportunity to invest in our mission and in the lives of 
children we have the opportunity to serve.

Our annual report shares stories of children struggling and provides data proving our mission 
is more important than ever. You will also see signs of hope and the good work of hundreds of 
dedicated volunteers and devoted employees.

With your support we can advocate for more children and ensure we provide hope to every 
child in need.

With gratitude for all of you who support our mission,

Cynthia K. Booth, Esq.
Chief Executive Officer

Daniel Waninger, CPA
President

Greg Gotwald, Esq.
Immediate Past President
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In Marion County alone, 
11 new children entered 
the foster care system 
EACH DAY in 2017.
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Melanie wanted to give back to her community 
and decided that the CASA volunteer program 
would be a good fit. “When I first signed up to 
be a CASA volunteer, I didn’t anticipate I’d be 
meeting these kids who handle their grueling 
situations with such strength and grace,” said 
Melanie. “I know I’ve made an impact in many of 
their lives, but the one child who touched my life 
the most is Jessica.”

“I met Jessica soon after she had been removed 
from her mother’s care. She was a guarded, 
withdrawn, and quiet 12 year old,” said Melanie. 
The police were looking for the mother’s 
boyfriend, a known violent sexual predator, when 
they found Jessica sharing that same home.  
The living conditions in the home were 
deplorable which resulted in Child Protective 
Services removing Jessica and placing her with 
her aunt. Unfortunately, stories like Jessica’s 
aren’t uncommon.

“For the first few months, Jessica didn’t share 
too much with me. It was clear she didn’t trust 
me despite my consistent visits and contact.  
I brought journals and art supplies to our visits 
as an alternative to conversation. I thought it 
may be easier for her to unleash her feelings 
through writing or artistic expression. I would 
text her and ask about her day. It took a while, 
but eventually she opened up,” Melanie said.

Like many parents, Jessica’s mother wanted 
them to live together, but Jessica didn’t feel 
that same way. It is the CASA volunteer’s job to 
understand the needs and wants of the child 
and to convey those needs to the judge. Melanie 
shared, “While the mother was completing all of 
her services needed to get her daughter back, 

she remained with her boyfriend. In our visits, 
Jessica would talk about missing her pets, but 
not about missing her mother. I tried to help with 
that by bringing my own dogs on some visits.”

More than a year after the case was opened, 
Jessica continued doing well living with her aunt. 
She was enjoying her new school, doing great in 
therapy and was happy. These were all signs to 
Melanie that Jessica was in the right home. “It 
was at our permanency hearing that the mother, 
very surprisingly, gave up her parental rights. We 
asked that the aunt be granted guardianship. 
The Judge agreed and the case was closed with 
Jessica living in a safe and permanent home,” 
said Melanie.

Jessica’s story is similar to other children’s 
stories. However, not all children are as 
fortunate to find hope and a future in a 
permanent home with someone who loves them. 
“I’ve kept in touch with Jessica and her aunt. 
We have become friends who will go shopping 
or meet for lunch,” Melanie said. “It’s very 
empowering to watch a child leave a terrible 
situation and feel promise for her future.”

A story of hope

“It’s very empowering to 
watch a child leave a terrible 
situation and feel promise  
for her future.”

Melanie Martin, CASA Volunteer since January 2015
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19,127
Total volunteer hours 

700+
Total CASA volunteers

249

30%

our volunteers

CASA = Court Appointed Special Advocate
CHINS = Child in Need of Services

New CASA  volunteers 
recruited and trained in 2017

6-8 hours
Monthly time commitment
per volunteer

Children with a  
Volunteer Advocate:*

Do better in school 

Spend less time in  
long-term foster care 

Are less likely to re-enter  
the system

* Compared to their peers in the system with  
    no Volunteer Advocate. Based on studies from  
    the National CASA.

Child Advocates is one of 81 
CASA Programs in Indiana, 
yet represents 30 percent of 
Indiana’s CHINS cases.

93%
Of our volunteers report 
feeling they make  
a difference 
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Donors and Sponsors

7th & 8th United Christian Church 
April Adams
Jessica Adams
Timothy Adams
Noah Adelman
Laura B. Adkins
Victoria Aftung
Mark Aiken
Ann Alley
Ameriprise Financial Employee  
   Giving Campaign
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Teresa P. Amick
Sharon Anderson
Sher’ron Anderson
Jennifer Ankney
Anthem Blue Cross and  
   Blue Shield of Indiana
Courtney M. Arango
Dana N. Arent
Jeff and Jessica Armstrong
Phyllis Armstrong and Rob Faulkens
Ascension Health Ministry SVC CTR
Sue Atkinson
Laila Anwarzai Ayoubi
John D. Ayres
Clifford Babbey
Delinda Barajas-Siler
Melissa Barnes
Barnes & Thornburg
June Barron
Leshell Bartlett
Mark Bass
Thomas and Diane Beck
Catherine A. Beem
Bill Benner
Joseph Bennett
Tracy Betz
Julie Billings
Bingham Greenbaum Doll
Stephanie Birdsong-O’Neal
Robert Birge
BKD Foundation
Thomas Blake
Ben and Sandra Blanton
BMO Harris Bank
Alexander Booth
Cynthia Booth
Hannah M. Bouton
Korie Bowers-Wahl
Mary S. Bowser
Larry Bradley
Margaret A. Bradley
Patrice A. Bradley
Andrea Brandes-Newsom

Brees Dream Foundation
James Brehler
Roger Brewer
Bob and Ann Brown
Sally Brown
Sue C. Brown
Patricia Brown-Augsburger
John Bruch
Herb and Bonnie Budden
Cynthia A. Burdine
Joanne Burleson
Ladell Burrus
Sally Butz
Joseph Byrd
C & M Properties LLC
Chris Cain
Capital Group Companies  
   Charitable Foundation
Capitol City Family
Cynthia Cardona
Katharine Carr
Major General Courtney P. Carr
Jan M. Carroll
Raul Castillo
Eric and Patti Cavanaugh
Adam Chandler
Judy Chapin
Central Indiana  
   Community Foundation
Children’s Bureau of Indianapolis
Citizens Energy Group
Michael and Tracy Clarke
Brent and Sarah Claymon
Timothy Michael Cline
CMON Inc.
John Colby
Betty Coleman
Mary Coleman
Patricia Coleman
Community Health Network
DeDe Connor
Terri D. Cooley
Mariea C. Coonce Dodson
Andrea Copeland
Rob and Janet Corson
Costco
Steve and Carol Counsell
Chelsea Courtney
John and Diane Cowger
Marlene Cox
Susan Cox
Sunterria Crawford
Dana M. Cristee
Patrick S. Cross
Jessica Crow

Chris Crowder
Craig Burke and Diane Cruz-Burke
Erika Cuadrado
Clayton and Katy Cummings
Kay Cunningham
Sarah Curl
Arthur Edward Cutler
David Cutshaw
Meghan Dagon
Mary Jo Dare
Erik Davenport
Ryan Davis
Theodore Davis
Jennifer Dean
Heather Dean-Feiock
Decatur County United Fund
Cynthia Delk
Gael Deppert
Peter and Pamela DePrez
Steve V. DeRyke
Dana Devries
Tina Dial
Stephanie DiBlasio
Brad Dick
Linda M. Dillman
Willa Dorrough
John J. Dougherty Jr.
David Downey
Drewry Simmons Vornehm, LLP
Kelly Drews
Duke Energy
Scott Duncan
Diana Dunn
Ebony Dycus
Joseph G. Eaton
Kim F. Ebert
Eli Lilly and Company
Eli Lilly and Company Foundation
Gregg and Gloria Ellis
Donnett M. Emakirun
Employees of County Government
Employees of General Motors
Engaging Solutions LLC
Jill English-Cheatham
Enterprise Title
John Erickson III
David Eskenazi
Daniel Esposito
Susan Everett
Vincent Failla
Nicole M. Fantozzi
Nicholas Farnsworth
Lana K. Farrow
James Fawbush
Sherry Fazzini

We extend our gratitude to all the donors who made a gift to Child Advocates in 2017. 
THANK YOU!
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Daniel R. Fedewa
Angela Feliciano
Jay and Terri Feller
Dana C. Felton
Kathryn and Jason Fenley
Betsy Field
Joseph Fischer
Renee Fishel
Glenda L. Fisher
Micheal D. Fisher
Brian and Jennifer Fitzgerald
Joan FitzGibbon
Karen K. Flaherty
Mary M. Flannagan
David and Patricia Fleckenstein
Beth Foland
Lisa Fox
Franciscan Alliance
Edward Frantz
Jennifer and Kevin Frasier
Michael R. Fruehwald
Erin Fry
Karen J. Fuller
Sharon Fuss
Zoe Gaines
Ryan Gardner
Nikita Garner
Joani Gause-Fletcher
Evelyn Gearries
Charlene Gee
Geico Employees
Gen Con LLC
Philip and Dorothea Genetos
Mariam Ghumman
Ronald and Kathy Gifford
Toby Gill
Karin Glass
Glick Gives Fund
Bonnie Goff
Andrzej Golebiowski
Guy Goodlove
Mary Goodwin
Chandan Gopalani
Katherine Gordon
Monique M. Gordy
Greg and Lindsay Gotwald
Charles Grandy
Stuart Grauel
George Clyde Gray
Mary Green
Cathy Greer
Kimberly Gremore
Jonathan W. Griffin
Ann Grimes
Ann Grosh
Nandita Guha
Mary Beth Gunn
Marcia Haddox
Michael Hahn
Andrew and Kandi Hahn
Hall Render Killian  
   Heath & Lyman, PC
Chase and Meaghan Haller
Jarrell and Laura Hammond
Rhonda L. Harper

Bill Harris
Bradley Harrold
Carl E. Hartmann
Oni and Corey Harton
Darrell Harvey
Mark Harvey
Kent Hatcher
Carl A. Hayes
Brett Heald
Health and Hospital Corporation  
   of Marion County, IN
HealthNet
Tom Heath
Nicole Hebert
Dottie R. Helmick
Kristin Hem
Tyler and Kristyn Hendricks
Todd Hendrickson
Angel Henry
John Herrin
Susan Elizabeth Hickman
Mary M. Higgs
Cecilia Hiland
Wendie E. Hilberdink
James and Amy Hinshaw
Summer Hofmann
Timothy Hohenstatt
Jeff Hokanson
Earlon L. Hollowell III
Patricia Homoky
Hoover Family Foundation
Shawna Horton
Jeffrey Howell
Greg T. Huff
Renee and Mike Hulefeld
Huntington National Bank
Casey Hurst
Lisa Hurst
Jonathan Huston
Indiana Grand
Indiana Members Credit Union
Cheryl Jackson
Stanley Jackson
Marcia R. Jansen
Rosa Jauregui
Jewish Federation of  
   Greater Indianapolis, Inc
Jeffery Johnson
Margaret Johnson
Rita Johnson
Brian Jones
Carolyn M. Jones
Dionne Jones
Junior League of Indianapolis
Mari DeRyke Kaiser
Kelly Kam
Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity,  
   Theta Omicron Chapter
Kelley Karn
Alice Kelly
Rhoda Stuart Keough
Hannelore Killion
Vicki Killion
Patrick J. Kinder
Kelly Kintner

Shelley L. Kirkham
John Kirkpatrick
Andrew R. Klein
Thomas and Stephanie Kleyle
Anthony Knox
Susan Kobets
Michelle L. Koerner
Shaindel Kramer
Mark A. Kryah
Chuck and Susan Lang
Sally Lanham
Larkin Charitable Fund
Theresa M. Lawrence
Mark L. Lawson
Victoria Lee
David and Jayne Lee
Erik A. Leighton
Anthony J. LePere
Didier Leveille
Lewis Wagner, LLP
Brad and Chelynne Lile
Lilly Endowment Inc.
Phillip Loftus
Christopher E. Long
Moises Lopez
Glenn F. Louzon
Lori Lowe
David D. Lufcy
Emily Lutz
Harriett Majors
Morgan Majors
Josh Malarsky
Katherine Malarsky
Kiki Malarsky
Zephra Manning
Andrea Manning-Dudley
Christine Mansur
Candace L. Marendt
Marian, Inc.
Marion County Commission  
   on Youth Inc (McCoy)
Joan M. Marsden
Michael G. Martin
Jeff and Mary Mason
Maurer Family Foundation
Carolene Mays-Medley
John P. McEwen III
Joseph McFalls
Katrina McGhee
Shawn McKeen
Cindy L. McKinney
James M. McMechan
Scott and Tina Medalen
Kristine Meiners
Amanda Meko
Tara Melton
Cindy Mendenhall
Rita Mennen
Don Miller
J.C. Miller
Maggie L. Miller
Christine A. Milne
Brittany M. Mitchell
Gail Moffatt-Bonanno
Scott and Janice Montross
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Mike Moon
Matthew Moore
Kristen Morris
Jane and Howard Morrison
Rebecca Motsinger
Edward Muir*
Chris Mundy
Gayathri Murthi
Byron and Margaret Myers
Rhonda M. Neher
Owen and Janet Neighbours
Judith A. Nelson
Network For Good
Joyce Newland
Brittany A. Nicholson
Regina L. Nolte
Michael and Cynthia North
Nicholas H. Noyes, Jr.  
   Memorial Foundation
John Null
Christy Nunley
Ellen O’Brien
Luther Oatts
Allison Obergfell
Sam and Alexis Odle
Hannah Olinger
Michael Oliver
Bryan Orander
OrthoIndy
Pacers Foundation
Pacers Sports & Entertainment
Denise Page
Alan and Jayne Palkowitz
Gina and Rob Palmer
Sue Patterson
Kenneth Pavin
Paynes & Mencias Foundation
Kimberly D. Pelkey
Pepsico - Silicon Valley  
   Community Foundation
Bill Petranoff
Noreen Pierle
Thomas Pinkerton
Planning Plus, LLC
Pledgeling Foundation
Plews Shadley Racher & Braun
George and Christine Plews
David L. Poole
Dave Powers
Susan Pratt
Carrie Price
Robert J. Pruitt
Shun Radford
Bryan Rainey
Robert F. Ransom
Melissa A. Reardon-Winget
Roberta Sabin Recker
Brad and Julie Redman
David and Adrienne Reed

Nancy Reynolds
Anna Ricchiuto
Stacey and Edward Roberson
Clifford Robinson
Doug Robinson
Roche Diagnostics
Christa Rodarte
Jake Roesler
Todd and Kathi Rohr
Robert Roper
Judy Rucker
Mark Ruiz
Katheryn Salazar
Salin Bank
Samerian Foundation
Gina Sanders
Natalie Scaife
Christine H. Scherf
Daniel Schroeder
Gloria Scott
Kim Seale
David Sease
Stephanie Seifferlein
Yvonne Shaheen
Margaret Shaw
Anne Shelton
Anita Sherman
Maritza Shingleton
Jim and Bonnie Shute
Jennifer Simmermaker
Micki Siner
Lynn Sinex
Irene Slivka
Eric Smith
Stephen Butler Smith
Mary Sommer
Janet E. Sorg
Stacey Spencer
Tina Stacy
State Employees’  
   Community Campaign
Keith D. Stillabower
Toni Stinson
Cheryl Stobaugh
Peter Stobaugh
Strada Education Network
Paula C. Strahle-Rays
James Strong
Sun King Brewing
Derek Sutton
Debra K. Swain
Melissa Swindell
Lori M. Sylvester
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Ruth Talbott
Craig Taylor
Jennifer Wheeler Terry
Cindy and John Thar Dean 
The Benevity Community  
   Impact Fund 

The Clowes Fund, Inc.
The Glore Fund
The Indianapolis Foundation,  
   an affiliate of CICF 
The Kroger Company
Kyla Thomas
Richard and Linda Thrapp
Carolyn Thurston and Rick Guipe
Amber D. Trejo
Mike and Becky Trotta
Rhonda R. Turner
Cheryl Ubelhor Kotyuk
Unitarian Church of Indianapolis
United Way of Atlanta
United Way of Bartholomew County
United Way of Central Indiana
United Way of Central Ohio
United Way of Chicago
United Way of Greater Cincinnati
United Way of IN, KY, and  
   SW Ohio Combined
Debra Upchurch-Gee
UPS
USA Funds
Roger VanGorden
Ryan and Heather Vaughn
VonLehman & Company Inc
Zainab M. Wahab
Jamie Walden
Allen Walker
Michelle Walker
Daniel Waninger
Melissa Warth
Carol Watkins
Michele Welch
Michael Wells
Kathleen Wenzel
Wendy Wernke
Susan Westermeyer
Mildred Wiess
Darla J. Williams
Jillmarie Williams
Anthony Willoughby
Doug Wilson
LaShonda Wilson
Marguerite Winslow
Lynn R. Wolf
Carey Haley Wong
Venus Woodford
Cindy Woolf
Monty K. Woolsey
Lacy Wooten
Lyn A Wuethrich
Brandon M. Young
Your Cause
Suzanne Zaleski
Audrey Ziems
Zion Hope Baptist

Donors and Sponsors, continued

*deceased
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2017 Financials

State and County   
Contributions and Grants
United Way
Investment Income  
Government Grants
Miscellaneous

SOURCES OF INCOME OPERATING EXPENSES

For the fiscal year January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017

77.4% 

18.07% 

1.65% 

1.31% 

1.13% 

0.44% 

Program Services   
Fundraising
Management and General

91.4% 

6% 

2.6% 

0.44%
2.6%

1.65%

18.07%

6%

77.4% 91.4%

1.13%1.31%

2,000+ Wishing Well Fund
During the holidays,  
we provided gifts to  
over 2,000 children 

Through the Wishing Well Fund, we provided 
youth in foster care clothing, various classes, 
and participation in special interest groups 

like the Latino Youth Leaders of Indy.

Each gift was transformed into hope for 
a child in our community.
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Who we served

CHINS: 9,327 children
CHINS means Child in Need of Services. 
This is a child who has been removed 
from home due to abuse or neglect.

Custody: 150 children
These are high-conflict custody cases 
involving children.

In 2017, Child Advocates served 9,477 
children in Indianapolis who were victims 
of abuse and neglect.

9,327

150

9,477 CHILDREN

2017 CHINS DEMOGRAPHICS

GENDER

AGE

RACE

51%

49%

MALE

FEMALE

0-1 years

White

1,278

4,443

2-4 years

Black or African American

5-9 years 2,515

10-12 years 1,257

13-17 years 1,788

18+ years

 2,042

3,774

447

Multi-Racial   953

Unknown/Other   79

Asian   41

Hispanic   25

American Indian or Alaska Native   10

Native Hawaiian   2
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Events

Evening with Child Advocates

The evening was a special way to celebrate the 
artistic talents of the children represented by 
Child Advocates. Guests enjoyed hearing the 
honest account of the lives of children in foster 
care and seeing their artwork.

Perseverance

Growing up fatherless, seeing the

Whole world before my eyes,

Most of the things I’ve seen was the

Devil in disguise.

I spend days and nights, trying to figure

Things out,

Struggling to realize what life is about.

Is it about finding my father or fitting in,

Or trying to push through a world full

Of sin?

Negative thoughts overwhelm my soul,

Becoming worry free is my #1 goal!

It’s so easy to give up and quit,

But that doesn’t help not one bit.

It’s hard to stop feeling the way that

You feel,

And open your eyes to realize, what’s

Happening is real.

Written by: Na’Kiya B.

Kids’ Fair

Each year, Child Advocates invites all foster families in Marion County to the free Kids’ Fair. With 
the help of generous sponsors and many volunteers, we host a day of fun in addition to giving away 
thousands of sackpacks and toys! 



12 CHILD ADVOCATES ANNUAL REPORT 2017

events, continued

Undoing Racism Workshops and The People’s Institute

Child Advocates is committed to understanding 
and addressing the reason for the 
disproportionate percentage of African 
American children in foster care which led to 
a partnership with The People’s Institute for 
Survival and Beyond. Undoing Racism training 
helps to uncover conditions that contribute to 
racial disparities. To date, Child Advocates has 
offered 56 Undoing Racism workshops and 
approximately 2,500 people have attended. 

Superhero Run

Child Advocates hosted this run and walk to support children whose lives have been affected by abuse 
and/or neglect. Participants came dressed as their favorite superhero. Every child needs a hero, but 
abused children need superheroes!

Join us for this year’s Superhero Run!
SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 2018
Fort Harrison State Park

Learn more at www.indysuperherorun.org.
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CHILD ADVOCATES LEADERSHIP STAFF

“Every child 
is one caring adult away 

from being a success story.”

Josh S.
Former foster youth
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317.205.3055

Gen Con, the longest-running game convention in North America, chose Child Advocates as its Official 
Charity Partner for 2017. This partnership not only provided much appreciated proceeds, it assisted 

in making our city aware of our need for more volunteers. Child Advocates celebrated our 35th year of 
advocacy for children in Indianapolis and Gen Con was a wonderful way to celebrate with the community.

Gen Con 2017


